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Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Date: January 23, 2006 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT UNDER 37 CFR 1.97(b). 
AND EXPLANATION OF THE RELEVANCE OF THE CITED PRIOR ART 



Sir: 

The undersigned hereby requests that the prior art cited on the attached prior art 
statement be placed of record in the application file and be considered by the examiner. 

This citation of prior art is made under 37 CFR 1.97(b), since it is being filed within 
three months of the filing date and before the mailing of a first Office action. 

The relevance of the prior art cited on the attached form PTO/SB/08a is as follows: 

US 2002/0078883 Al 

This patent relates to the powder overspray that is extracted from a spray booth which 
is recovered back to a powder supply that is used to supply powder to the spray guns inside 
the spray booth. The powder overspray extracted from the booth is separated from the high 
flow air stream by a separator such as a cyclone separator. The powder falls into a transfer 
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pan and a vacuum is used to convey the powder from the transfer pan to a vacuum receiver. 
The powder is then discharged to the feed hopper in the feed center. The use of the vacuum to 
convey powder from the cyclone to the feed center in effect permits substantially all of the 
powder overspray to be recovered from the spray booth directly to the feed hopper with 
minimal dwell or residence time within the cyclone or vacuum receiver subsystem during a 
spraying operation. The receiver can be rotated for easy cleaning, and the vacuum line 
cleaned by one or more cleaning elements drawn through the vacuum line. 

Examination of this application is respectfully requested. 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Applicant(s) 



Andreas HUEHSAM 



Based on 



PCT/DE 2004/001023 



Docket No. 



R.305860 



Customer No. 



02119 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



SUBMISSION OF PRIOR ART 



Sir: 



The undersigned hereby requests that the prior art cited on the attached form 
PTO/SB/08a be printed on the bibliographic page of any patent issuing from this application. 

The prior art listed on the attached form PTO/SB/08a is prior art which was cited in a 
Search Report for the International Application which ultimately translated under 35 U.S.C. 
371 into this U.S. application. 

In the event that the Patent and Trademark Office has not already obtained copies 
from WTPO, copies of this prior art are enclosed for the examiner's convenience. 
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